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Lordship in the most forcible terms. It is my
earnest wish that my sentiments on this subject
may be publicly recorded; and it is my firm
opinion,, that if the success of this army has been
of importance to the British interests., that success
is to be attributed in a very considerable degree
to Lieutenant-Colonel Close.

" From the officers more immediately in my
family, I have derived all the assistance in the
conduct of the public service which I had reason
to expect from their experience ; and I am highly
indebted to your Lordship for the indulgence
with which you attended to my wishes in the
selection of Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew and Cap-
tain Macauley, as my confidential staff.

ee The gentlemen of the commission named by
your Lordship to assist me with their advice on
subjects of a political nature, have in every
instance, when I have found it expedient to refer
to their judgment, acted in a manner with which
I am particularly satisfied. Your Lordship is in
possession of their proceedings on the subject of
the various overtures for negotiation made by
Tippoo Sultaun; and the orders I have since
received on. this head,, leave me no ground to
doubt your Lordship's approbation of the line of
conduct which they have uniformly pursued.

" Major Dallas has strong claims to be parti-
cularly recommended to your Lordship's notice :
the readiness with which he came forward to